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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KUWAIT 03481 27072IZ 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-OI AF-IO ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 
SS-I5 USIA-I5 10-14 OMB-01 DHA-02 ORM-02 ACDA-10 
/106 W 

094383 270724Z/17 

R 270535Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8336 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMCONSUL DJIBOUTI 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

UNCLAS KUWAIT 3481 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SO, ET 

SUBJECT: PRESS INTERVIEWS " FIRST PRESIDENT OF 
DJIBOUTI" 

KUWAIT DAILY AL-WATAN (JUNE 26) CARRIES UNDATED INTERVIEW 
OF HASAN KHOLID, TERMED "FIRST PRESIDENT" OF INDEPENDENT 
DJIBOUTI, IN WHICH HE ASSERTS THAT THERE IS "THEIOPIAN 
AGGRESSION" UNDERWAY AGAINST ISSAS IN "OCCUPIED SOMALIA" 

AND THAT "HUNDREDS OF REFUGEES FROM ETHIOPIA ARE ENTERING 
DJIBOUTI" AS A RESULT. KHOLID ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID 
THAT "3,000 THEIOPIAN PARATROOPS," WHO HAD LANDED IN ETHIOPIA 
NEAR DJIBOUTI LAST WEEK, ARE WORKING TO REPAIR THE 
ETHIOPIA-DJIBOUTI RAILWAY, PREVIOUSLY DESTROYED BY INSURGENTS. 
REGARDING THIS RAILWAY, KHOLID IS REPORTED AS STATING THAT 
DJIBOUTI DOES NOT WANT THE LINE REPAIRED NOW, SINCE 
THEIOPIA'S AUTHORIZED USE OF IT TERMINATES ON JUNE 26 WITH 
THE TERMINATION OF THE BILATERAL AGREEMENT AUTHORIZING 
SUCH USE. THIS PRESS REPORT SUGGESTS THAT THERE MAY BE A 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 KUWAIT 03481 270721Z 

POSSIBILITY OF RENEWING THE AUTHORITY FOR ETHIOPIAN USE 
OF THE RAILWAY INTO DJIBOUTI IN FUTURE, UNDER A 
NEWLY NEGOTIATED BILATERAL AGREEMENT. 
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